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Marſhal Helleiſle, 


In Anſwer to a late PamPpHLET, intitled 


The Caſe of the Marſhal BECULEISLEE F 
truly fated, bee. S | 


Wherein his Right to the Benefit of the Cartel re- 
lating to Priſoners of War, actually ſubſiſting 
between Great Britain and France at the Time =! 

of his Arreſt, is diſpaſſionately examined, and 1598 
evidently proved by Arguments deduced from | 119:3} 
inconteſtable Facts, from the very Cartel itſelf, 
and from authentic Papers neyer before made 
public. 

Including a few ſeaſonable Ohſervations on the af- 
fecting Hardſhips of ſuch of our gallant Coun- 
try men as are now detained Priſoners in France 
on account of the Detention of the Marſhal 
and his Brother the Chevalier DE BELLEtSLE. 
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Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation. 
Prov. chap. xiv. ver. 34. 
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R E VIE W 


Of the CASE of 


Marſhal Belleiſſe, Ge. 


HE Panegyriſt of the Conduct 
that has been obſerved for theſe 
five Months paſt in Regard to 
E Marſhal Belleiſſe, has not been 
a little ſlow in manifeſting his Zeal; and 
though he addreſſcs his Work to the Public, 
ſeems ſo indifferent in the affording his Rea- 
ders the neceſſary Lights and Informations, 
that it may be preſumed he would have ſtill 
continued filent, if the Groans of our dear 
Countrymen, lately fallen into the Hands of 
the French by the Chance of War, had not 
reach'd us here at home; and had not ren- 
dered him ſenſible, that theſe brave Men, 
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when they croſs'd the Sea, had relied on 
the Security of the Carte/ made between the 
two Nations, for fecuring them from the 
Diſaſter they now experience. Tis from the 
Sufferings of theſe gallant Men that we learn 
the late Declaration made to them on the 
Part of bis moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, viz. 
That they muſt not expect to be ſet at Liberty 
till ſuch Time as his Britannic Majeſly 
ſhall have done him Reaſon in regard to the 
Detention of Marſhal Belleiſle. And as our 
zealous Author, to indicate his great Love 
and Regard for his Countrymen, lays it 
down as a Maxim not to be ſwerved from, 


that the Marſhal ought not to be releated 


before a general Peace, we are not to wonder 
that he endeavours to colour the Detention 
he adviſes, by disfiguring the Character of 


this diſtinguiſh'd Priſoner, whom, he takes 
uncommon Pains to ſhew, that he ought. 


to be conſidered as an Embaſſador only; be- 
cauſe in that Caſe, his Detention could not 


ſerve as a Pretext for the Inexecution of the 


Cartel on the Part of the French. 

To. conſider the many Quotations and 
Authorities with which this Writer endea- 
vours to ſtrengthen his Arguments, it might 
be ſuppoſed he had employed the whole 
Time of the Marſhal's Detention in collect- 
ing his Materials; but on more mature Re- 
flection 'tis ealily ſcen that he borrows all 
his Quotations, Inductions and Concluſions 
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from the + Cenſor and other Dutch weekly 
Prints. Tis eaſily perceivable, I fay, that 
his Zeal has been heated by the Peruſal of 
ſuch Traſh, becauſe we find him ſerving up 
to his Readers all the Rubbage he had ga- 
thered, — Thus we may account for the con- 
fiderable Errors and Miſtakes this Author 
has committed: And it is to fet the Public 
right with Regard to theſe Errors of his, that 
J now communicate ſuch Lights as I have 
been ſtudious to acquire, in order to in- 
dulge my own private Curioſity, concerning 
an Affair that has made ſo great Noiſe in 
the World. The Spirit of Liberty which 
animates us all, has at all Times diftinguiſh'd 
the Engliſb Nation for their Love of Juſtice, 
and would never admit that we ſhould loſe 
Sight of it, let the Advantage be never fo 
conſiderable. | 
I have left no Means untry'd to diſcover 
the Truth, and to be thoroughly informed 
of all the Circumſtances of the Marſhal's 
Conduct, as well at Munich as in the Elec- 
torate of Hanover; and I own myſelf in- 
debted, for a good Part of my Information, 
to thoſe Britiſh Officers to whole Care he 
was committed; it being natural for one in 
Monſieur Belleifle's uneaſy Situation to turn 
the Converſation on the Subject that ingroſs d 
his Mind, | 
I 


+ L'EPi1L0GUEUR, a Paper publiſhed weekly in 
Holland, 
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I ſhall not follow this Author through all 
his Narratives, of which, what Truth I ſhall 
produce, ſhall be a ſufficient Refutation. And 
that I may proceed with the greater Clear- 
neſs, I ſhall begin with a Recital of the Con- 
duct of the Marſhal, from his Departure 


from the Camp before Fribourg, to this 


Day; after which, I ſhall examine whether 
he ought to be conſidered as Embaſſdor or 


General. 


After Marſhal Belleiſſle's memorable Re- 


treat from Prague, he diveſted himſelf of 
bis Character of Embaſſador Extraordinary 
to the late Emperor, which he exerciſed 
jointly with that of General, by taking his 


Recredential from that Prince. And atten- 
tive only to the Re-eſtabliſhment of hi 
Health, he led an inactive Life during the 
whole Vear 1743. Towards the Spring, 
1744, he repaired to his Government io re- 


enter upon the military Functions of his Poſt, 


which he exerciſed till the Arrival of his 
Maſter, the King of France, at Metz, whom 
the Marſhal was oblig'd to follow to the Siege 
of Fribourg, where he commanded the Ar- 
my under his Majeſty, jointly with the Mar- 
ſhals Noazlles, Corgny, and Maillebois. 

The Town of #7r:bourg being ſurrender'd 
the 6th of November, N. S. the King of 


| France 
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France commanded Marſhal Belleiſie to re- 
pair forthwith to Munich, in order to induce 
the Emperor to put an End to the Operations 
of the Campaign on that Side, and to regu- 
late with that Prince the Winter Quarters for 
his Troops, that thoſe of his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's, which were to ſuſtain them durin 
the inclement Seaſon, might be diſpoſed of 
accordingly. The Marſhal was likewiſe to 
ſettle the general Operations of the enſuin 
Campaign with his Imperial Majeſty, the 
Method for recruiting the Imperial Troops, 
and the particular Service deſtin'd for them, 
while he [the Marſhal] ſhould on his Part 
concert ſuch Meaſures as he ſhould judge 
neceſſary in regard to the Troops of France 
that ſhould act on the Danube. 

Monſieur de Sechelles, Intendant of the 
Army, in which Capacity he ſerved the 
preceding Summer in Bobemia and Bavaria, 
accompanied Marſhal Belleiſle in his Jour- 
ney, in order to aſſiſt with his Advice; who, 
after it had been ſettled what Sums would 
be neceſſary for defraying the Expence of the 
Imperial Troops, and the Time they were 


to be at the Charge of his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty, returned to Verſailles to inform the 
King with what had been agreed to, and to 
facilitate its Execution, 

Marſhal Belleiſſe remain'd ſome few Days 
longer at Munich, to expedite the neceſſary 


Orders ta fourteen Squadrons and four Bat- 
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talions of French Troops, that had been only 
tent the Emperor to the End of that Cam- 
ign. Theſe he ordered to Quarters on the 
Banks of the Danube, whither he gave Or- 
ders for more Troops of his Nation to ad- 
vance, in Conſequence of what he had ſet- 


tled with his Imperial Majeſty. The reſt of 
his Time, while he ſtayed at Munich, was 
employed in regulating the Quarters of ſix- 
teen Battalions and eight Squadrons of Ger- 
man Troops in the Service of France, which 
were to remain as Part of the Imperial Army, 
in drawing up Orders and Inſtructions for the 
Count de Segur, who had the Command of 
this Corps, and in regulating the Operations 
of the enſuing Campaign with his Imperial 

Majeſty. | | | 
The Marſhal was not ignorant, before his 
Departure from Munich, that he was to 
roceed to Berlin to wait on the King of 
ruſſia, to whom he was to communicate 
all that ſhould be ſettled with the Emperor 
concerning the Operations of the ſubſequent 
Campaign; and to regulate afterwards with 
his Pruſſian Majeſty the particular Operations 
of his Armies, in order that the Meaſures 
of all the Allies might tend to the ſame 
View. The Marſhal counting he ſhould be 
able to perform his Journey in a very ſhort 
Time, reckon'd he 'ſhould return to his 
Command on the Frontiers before the End 
of February, after he ſhould have waited on 
the King his Maſter, to give him an Ac- 
count 
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count of what ſhould be ſettled at Munich 
and Berlin in relation to the Operations of 
the enſuing Campaign, | 

And as a Proof that Marſhal Belleiſſe 
was to have returned in a ſhort Time to his 
Command on the Frontier, where he was 
to have ſettled the neceflary Diſpoſitions 
with the Marſhals Coigny and Maillebois, 
as a particular Part of his Function, all the 
particular Officers within the Limits of his 
Command had Orders from Court to obey 
him; which Orders have not been revoked 
to this Day, nor no other Gegeral named to 
the Command, notwithſtanding his Deten- 
tion in this Kingdom, in ExpeQation hourly 
that the Cartel would be punctually con- 
form'd to and executed on our Part, in Re- 
gard to the Marſhal. | 

How then could the Author of his Caſe 
venture ſaying, that this General was to have 
gone from Berlin to Peterſbourg. and return 
by Stockbolm and Copenhagen ? But he has 
extracted theſe chimerical Ideas from the 
Writings of thoſe who would palm their 
Fictions on the Public for Realities. 

Marſhal Bellerfle left Munich the gth of 
December, N. S. taking Donawerth in his 
Way, where he had appointed the ſeveral 
Commiſſaries of the French Army in thoſe 
Parts to meet him, in order to give in an 
Account of the Subſiſtance of the Troops; 
as like wiſe ſeveral Colonels and Commandants 
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of Regiments, to whom he gave Orders con- 
cerning Winter Quarters, in Conſequence of 
the Regulation he had ſettled with the Em- 
peror. | 

From Donawerth the Marſhal Bellei ſie dil- 
patch'd ſeveral Couriers as well to Marſhal 
Coigny, who was that Time employ'd in 
making the Tour of the Winter-Quarters, 
which he deſign'd for the roops employed 
at the Siege of Fribourg, as to Marſhal 
Maillebois, Monfieur Blonde] de la Noue, and 
the Marquis de Tilly, in order to appoint a 
Meeting with them at ſome convenient 
Place in his to Caſſel. 

It is notoriouſly known, that theſe three 
laſt mentioned Miniſters were continually and 
ſolely employed by France in the Empire, 
to concert with the Princes and Circles the 
Means of furniſhing and ſubſiſting the Troops 
of their Maſter, and to hear and redreſs 
Complaints of ſuch Princes and Circles in 
Regard to the March and Quarters of theſe 
Troops. 

From Donawerth the Marſhal took his 
Way by Oeting, to which Place he was e— 
ſcorted by 300 Huſſars, to prevent any Ac- 
cident from the Garriſon of Ingolaſtat, in- 
feſting thoſe Parts. But from Oeting for- 
wards he did not ſuppoſe he ſhould have 
any Occaſion of Paſſporis, as he was to 
paſs through neutral Countries only, or the 
Territories of Allies to France, 


He 
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He arrived at Hanau the 13th, about Two 
in the Morning, where he met the three 


laſt mentioned French Miniſters purſuant to- 


Appointment, and a Courier from Marſhal 
Maillebois, with a Letter of Excuſe for 
not coming to the Rendezvous, being ſo ne- 
ceſſarily employed in ſettling the Winter- 
Quarters of the Army, as Monſieur Blonde! 
would inform him more amply; but that 
he would not fail meeting him at the fame 
Place (Hanau) the 15th of January, as he 
ſhould return from Berlin. | 

The Marſhal Belleiſie parted the Day fol- 
lowing, the 14th, at Break of Day, from 
Hanau for Caſſel, where he acquainted Prince 
William of the Emperor's Settlement of the 
Winter-Quarters for the Troops of Heſſe in 
his Service, and of other Particulars which 
might be neceſſary for him to know. 

It is evidently perceivable from this minute 
and circumſtantial Account of the Marſhal's 
Journey from Fribourg to Caſſel, what Mo- 
tives induced him to take this Road. The 
common Road in the Winter Seaſon from 
Caſſel to Berlin is through the whole Ex- 
tent of the Electorate of Hanover. But as 
the Circumſtances of the War did not admit 
of the Mar{hal's taking this Road, he wrote 
beforehand to Berlin, to be inform'd of ano- 
ther by which he might avoid that Electo- 
rute. He made the like Enquiry at Caſſel, 
and all his Informations agreed that he might 
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go by the Hartz, a Road throughout which 
he ſhould find either Imperial or Pruſſian 
Po ſts. Tis true this Road is little frequent- 
ed in Winter, by reaſon of the Snow; but 
is nevertheleſs the ſhorteſt, and moſt fre- 
quented in Summer. 

Here is explored the true and real Motive 
of the Marſhal's chuſing to take this Road, 
which I dare ſay will give intire Satisfaction 
to every honeſt Man, without my attempt- 
ing to anſwer all the Abſurdities ſuggeſted 
concerning different other Motives. 

The Marſhal thus deceived by the double 
Informations given him from Berlin and at 
Caſſel, and reckoning never to traverſe, but 
either neutral Countries or thoſe belonging 
to Allies, always ſent a Courier 24 Hours be- 
fore he ſet out to beſpeak 40 Poſt-Horſes for 
his Uſe, and often gave himſelf no other 
Title bat that of a French General. Can it 
be ſuppoſed he would have thus proclaim'd 
his coming to a Poſt ſo long before he was 
to arrive there, if he had thought he ſhould 
have traverſed any Part of the Territories of 
Hanover? This alone is ſufficient to deſtroy 
the falſe Inſinuations of thoſe who would co- 
lour the Marſhal's entering upon thoſe Ter- 
ritories with other Views. For ſure there 
can be nothing more abſurd than to ſuppofe 
that Nobleman would travel fo publickly, 
and with ſo numerous a Retinue, if he had 
any ſuch chimerical Views, as ſome Minds, 

more 
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more wicked than weak; have imputed to 
him. But it is clear to a Demonſtration, 
that there was not the leaſt Intention of ei- 
ther Diſguiſe or Deceit in his Journey; and 
I think it no leſs ſo, that one of his diſtin- 
guiſhed Judgment and Penetration could not 
ſuppoſe he ſhould be in Safety in ng fo 
publickly through the Territories of a Prince 
atWar with his Maſter : But he believed him- 
felf in ample Safety, from the Informations he 
had from thoſe he had conſulted, as has been 
obſerved above; and in that Confidence ar- 
rived at Elbingerode, December 20, 1744. 
N. S. about five o' Clock in the Afternoon. 

All that the Author, I am conſidering, ſays 
of a Converſation between the Marſhal and 
the Bailiff of this Village, is either of his own 
warm Imagination, or Fable and Chimera 
pick'd up in News-Papers ; for neither the 
Marſhal nor his Brother, who rode in a 
Poſt- Chaiſe together, wore Swords; and he 
no ſooner perceiv'd the Error he had been led 
into by his Guides, and underſtood he was 
on the Territories of Hanover, though the 
Poſt-Houſe belong'd to the King of Pruffia, 
but he acknowledg'd himſelf a Prifoner. Nor 
did either he himſelf, his Brother, nor an 
of his Retinue make the leaſt Reſiſtance ; 
wherefore it is the more aſtoniſhing that the 
Stater of the Marſhal's Caſe ſhould amuſe his 
Readers with fa falſe and filly a Detail as he 
has done. 


The 


(14) 

The real Truth is, that the Bailiff of EI. 
bingerode came to the Pruſſian Poſt-Houſe, 
accompany'd with many Soldiers, Huntſmen, 
and Peaſants, ſome few Moments after the 
Marſhal arrived there ; and going up to the 
Marſhal, aſk'd him, if he was not the Mar- 
ſhal Belleiſle? to which the Marſhal anſwer- 
ing in the Affirmative, the Bailiff aſk'd him, 
if he had a Paſſport; and the Marſhal's An- 
ſwer being, that he had not, becauſe he had 
Occaſion of none in the * Pruſſian Territo- 
ries ; the Bailiff reply'd, that Elbingerode be- 
long'd to his Maſter the King of England, by 
whoſe Orders, and in whoſe Name, he made 
him, the Marſhal, Priſoner of War. 

The Author of the Caſe ſeems to doubt, 
that this diſtinguiſh'd Priſoner was ill treated 
after his Arreſt ; but had he ſeen the Mar- 
ſhal's Complaint in writing, addreſs'd to the 
Regency of Hanover, he would have alter'd 
his Opinion. But as ill Uſage on theſe Oc- 

* *Tis to be obierv d, that Ellerich, which is the 
Poſt preceding Elbingerode, in the Road from Caſſel to 
Berlin, is in the Territory of Pruſſia, as well as Hal- 
ber/tat, the Poſt immediately next to it; and that the 
Poſt- Houſe at Elbingerode itſelf belongs to the King of 
Pruſſia, whoſe Arms are fix'd up there, and whoſe 
Livery is wore by the Poſt-Maſter, And it is further 
to be obſerved, that the Slip of Land belonging to the 
Electorate of Hanwer, on which Elbingerode is ſituated, 
is ſo extremely narrow in that Part, that the Whole 
of it paſſes commonly in that Country for being in the 


Pruſſian Territories, which ftretch on both Sides of 
it, : 
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caſions is neither countenanc'd nor approv'd 


of by Sovereigns, the only Points to be con- 
ſider'd here are the Validity of the Detention 
of the Marſhal, and the Duration of his Cap- 
tivity, 

Immediately as the Marſhal was made 
Priſoner, he was oblig'd to ſet out for Of- 
terode, through Bye-Roads, unattended by 
any of his own Servants, and without any 


Regard to Time, Seaſon, his Age, and ill 


State of Health; and during this Journey, 
which took up almoſt twenty-four Hours, 
(for he did not arrive at Oſterode till next 
Day about Four in the Afternoon) the Mar- 
ſhal neither eat nor drank, 

Our Author indeed owns, what was very 
true, that the Marſhal was ſtrictly guarded ; 
he might have ſaid that he was guarded with 
the utmoſt Severity; but the Excuſe he 
makes, 1s, that he was ſo guarded to pre- 
vent his giving the King his Maſter, and his 
Allies, any Account of his Negotiations, or 
the Projects he had concerted. But, with- 
out doubt, this Author is a Stranger to the 
Delicacy with which Priſoners of War keep 
their Word when they give it, and that the 
Marſhal offer'd in vain to paſs his. Our Exgliſb 
Miniſtry judge differently of the Parole of a 
Man of Honour, and rely, as they certainly 
may, that the Marſhal, having once paſſed 
his Word, will neither write, ſpeak, nor 
meddle in public Affairs. But had he been 

ſtrictly 


, 
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ſtrictly confin'd, as he was before he arriv'd 
here, he had a natural Right to corrupt his 
Guards and Attendants, to convey and re- 
ceive Letters, and even to make his . 
if he could. | 

It was the 4th of January, N. S. before 
the Marſhal could apply to the Regency of 
Hanover to be ſet at "7" ily in virtue of the 
Cartel for ranſoming and exchanging Pri- 
ſoners of War. But as we ſhall have Occa- 
ſion hereafter to dilate on this Point, we 
ſhall proceed to the Conduct of the Regency 
on the aforeſaid Application. 

On the 16th of the ſame Month, Fanua- 
ry, a Secretary of State, after he had fill'd 
the Houſe with Soldiers, came to the Mar- 
ſhal from the Regency, to demand all his 
Papers and Writings. But it may be ſup- 
poſed, that the Marſhal, who then had been 
twenty-ſeven Days a Priſoner, had kept no 
Papers but ſuch as he did not care the World 
ſaw. One of far ſlower Parts than that 
Nobleman, that was Maſter of his Papers 
and the Fire in his Chamber, might have 
found Means to deſtroy any Papers he had 
no Mind ſhould be ſeen, in the Courſe of 
twenty-ſeven Days. W herefore we muſt 
look on all thoſe pompous Accounts we have 
been amus'd with, of grand Diſcoveries made 
from the Marſhal's s Papers, to be mere Fable 
and Fiction. But it is a little extraordinary, 


that the Regency, .or Miniſters at Hanover, 
| Ts ſhould 
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ſhould not think earlier of ſeizing the Pa» 
rs of one who, in other Reſpects, was not 
treated with the utmoſt Courteſy and Po- 
liteneſs. 

The fame Day his Papers were taken 
from him, he was told that he was to be 
removed elſewhere, without naming the 
Place. But it ſeems it was to Stade, a Seas 
Port, where he was given to underſtand that 
it was his Britannic Majeſty's Pleaſure he 
thould be tranſported to England, where he 
thould receive an Anſwer to his Demand of 
being releas'd in virtue of the Cartel. After 
a dangerous Paſlage of thirteen Days, in the 
moſt boiſterous and inclement Seaſon of the 
Year, the Marſhal landed at Harwich the 
of laſt February, from thence he was 
conducted to the Caſtle of Mindſor, where, 
after a few Days, he was viſited by his Ma- 
jeſty's Secretaries of State, who made the 
following Declaration to him, as the Opinion 
of their Maſter. g 

1. That the Cartel, in virtue of which 
the Marſhal Belleiſſe demanded his Enlarge- 
ment, was not in Force at the Time of his 
Caption, being made at a Time when his * 
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* In Fuly 1743, his Britannic Majeſty, 9 
the Army in Germany, in Perſon, empower'd the Earl 


of Albemarle; Major-General, and the Count de Chan- 
clos, Bruessel, to ſettle and ſign a Cartel 


with two General Officers appointed for that repay 
| | * 
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Britaiinic Majeſty, Elector of Hanover, was 
but an Auxiliary to the Queen of Hungary, 
and the Kingof France Auxiliary to the Em- 
peror. That as for the Exchange of the Eng- 
lifh' and French Officers that had been made 
during the laſt Campaign, it was for mut-al 
Conveniency only, and not in Conſequence 
of any Cartel. That there had been ſome 
Overtures made the laſt Campaign for re- 
newing the Cartel, but that General V ade 
and the Duke of Noa7/les could not agree a- 
bout it; wherefore the aforeſaid two Secre- 
taries of State concluded, that the mutual 
Exchange of Priſoners the laſt Campaign, 
tho' ſubſequent to the Declaration of War, 
was no Proof of the Exiſtence of the Car- 
tel. 

2. That though the Cartel had exiſted in 
its full Force, the Marſhal could claim no 
Benefit from it, conſidering the Circum- 
ſtances attending his Arreſt, But that the 
King's Intention being to ſhew the Marſhal 
all Sorts of Marks of his Regard for him, or- 
der'd them to let him know, that he ſhould 
be treated as Marthal Tallard had been, as 
ſoon as he gave his Parole of Honour, 


The 


the Duke de Naailles, Commander in in. Chief of - the 
French Army. The French Otticers were the Count 


de. Segur, Lieutenant-Seneral, and the Duke de Pe- 


guigny, Major-General ; theſe Military - Pi-nipo's met 


at Francfort, and concluded and tign'd the Convention 


or Carte! the 18th of the ſame Month of July 1743. 
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The Marſhal deeming it neceſſary to diſ- 


cuſs a Matter of this Delicacy by Writing, 
gave in his Anſwer the next Day, March, 
wherein he does not deny that a Decla- 
ration of War annuls Treaties ;: but ſays, that 
ſuch Treaties only are fo annull'd as relate 
to Peace, Commerce, and the Poſſeſſions 
of the reſpective Powers. But that a Declara- 
tion of War cannot deſtroy a Convention 
relative to and occaſion'd by the War, a 
Convention that docs not nor cannot exiſt 
but during the War. That the Declarati- 
on of War made ſince the Cartel was con- 
cluded, render'd the Execution of it more 
necefliry, more uſeful and more frequent; 
and that, ſuppoſing it had been lawful for 
either of the contracting Parties to pretend 
to a Diſſolution of the Treaty of Cartel by 
' reaſon of the Declaration of War, it was 
firſt neceſſary to notiſy in Form ſuch In- 
tention to the other Party; and that until ſuch 
Notification, the Marſhal maintains the Ex- 
ecution of the Cartel is indiſpenſable accord- 
ing to all the Rules of Juſtice and Sincerity, 
or Bornnefoy declared by the very Inſtru- 
ment itſelf, which expreſly ſays that it ſhall 
be inviolably obſerved. He reaſons after- 
wards very ſtrangly in regard to the Cartels 
being frequently executed all the laſt Cam- 
paign of 1744, though the Generals could 


not agree on the Renewal of it. 
N 1008-4 But 
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76 But, without doubt the Marſhal, at that 
Time was not inform'd that the Negoti- 


ation ſet on foot the laſt Summer between 
the Engliſh and French Generals in Flanders 
related only to the Renewal of the Cartel 


of the Year before, or making a new One: 


and that the Miniſters of the two Courts at 
laſt had ſettled the Point, viz. that the Cartel 
made at Frankfort the preceding Campaign 
ſhould: remain in its full Force and Vigour. 
My Lord Carteret's Letter ta this Pur- 
pole to the French Miniſtry is dated 23d 
June, 1744, and General Wade's the firſt of 
July following. In Conſequence of this 
reciprocal Confirmation of the Cartel of 1743, 
the Exchange of Priſoners was made all 
laſt Campaign and would all the preſent, 


if the Court of Farce had not thought 


it violated by the Detention of Marſhal 
Bellifle and his Brother. 

Theſe original Letters, which confirm'd the 
Cartel, were tranſmitted hither by the Court 
of Verſailles on Monſieur Van Hoey, the 
Dutch Ambaſſador's repreſenting from our 
Court that the Cartel did not exiſt ſince 
the Declaration of War. The Author of 
the Marſhal's Cafe, who beſtows ſuch high 
Encomiums on the Counſellor that adviſed 
the bringing theſe Generals over into this 
Kingdom, will find it difficult to excuſe him 


for not having reminded his royal Maſter 


of the Engagements that had been contract- 


\ 
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ed in his Name by my Lotd Carteret, a8 
aforefaid, of which the preſent Miniſters 
were molt certainly ignorant at the Time 
of their firſt Conference with the Marſhal, 
wherein they told him with great Sincerity, 
that the Cartel did not exiſt, This appears 
evidently by a Letter wrote the Day after 
the Conference to the Marſhal Belleiſle by 
the Duke of Neucaſtle, wherein his Grace 
is pleas'd to ſay that the Cartel did ſubſiſt, 
but that his Majeſty continued to think that 
the Marſhal ought not to be comprehended 
in it. 

The Marſhal, as ſoon as he received this 
Letter, ceaſed not to ſollicit the Miniſtry to 
let him know the Motives that had induced 
his Majeſty to look upon him as not in- 
titled to the Benefit of the Cartel. But 
unable to procure the Satisfaction he ſo 


earneſtly wiſhed for, he addreſſed himſelf 


by Letter to the King directly, on which 
his Majeſty was graciouſly pleas'd, before 
his Departure for his foreign Dominion, to 


give Orders that all Papers relating to the 


Marſhal's Caſe ſhould be laid before three 
of our Velt Marſhals, viz. My Lord S—r, 
my Lord C——m, and Mr. W——e, who, 


if they judged it neceſſary, were to confer 
with the Marſhal in order to -the acquiring 
a more exact Knowledge of his Caſe. 

The Marſhal muſt think himſelf very 


happy in having his Caſe referred to * 
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of ſo diſtinguiſh'd Honour and extenſive 
Knowledge and Experience; and let me add, 
that our brave Countrymen, detain'd Priſoners 
in Prance by Way of Repriſal for the Mar- 
ſhal, have Reaſon to, exult at the Choice of 
his Majeſty. Nor afe we to doubt but theſe 
great and good Men will expedite the Af- 
fair, ſor the ſake of Juſtice and their gallant 
but unhappy fellow Subjects in Bondage a- 
broad, as ſoon the Nature of it will admit, 
Nor is it leſs doubtful that they may think it 
neceſſary to confer with the Marſhal, in 
order to an ample Information, before they 
give their Opinions decifively on his Caſe, 

But before ſuch a Conference with the 
Marſhal, as he may expect, and I dare ſay 
they will think neceſſary; and before his 
Majeſty's Decifion on the Point, I fhall beg 
Leave, in Purſuance of the plan I have laid 
down for myſelf in reviewing Marſhal Helle- 
tfle's Caſe, to examine and ſcrutinize this 
whole Affair to the Bottom, in order to ſet- 
tle the Points in Diſpute, viz, Whether this 
diſtinguiſhed Prifoner ſhould be conſidered 
as Embaſſador or General, and whether he 
bo entitled to the Benefit of the Cartel. 


It would ſeem neceſſary, before this Diſ- 


cuſſion, to define the Nature and Office of a 
blic Miniſter, what and how he is conſti- 
tuted, what are the Privileges annexed to his 
| Chatacter and the Places where he ought to 
be reſppetted. And: would I take Example 
by 


(023) 
by the Author of the Caſe, and make a Pa- 
rade of my Reading and Erudition, I might 
here embelliſh my Work with Quotations 
from the Writings of thoſe great Men that, 
have fixed the Opinion of all civiliz'd People. 
in regard to the Extenſiveneſs of the Law 
of Nations: But as I intend only the * 
of Marſhal Belleifle's particular Caſe, I ſhall. 
confine my ſelf to the Diſcuſſion of what 
may help to elucidate that alone. 

The Impracticability of Sovereigns to con- 
fer perſonally with each other, renders it ne- 
ceſſary for them to chuſe among their Sub- 
jects Men capable of ſupplying this Defici- 
ency. Cuſtom has introduced ſeveral Cha- 
racters with which ſuch Subjects may be 
inveſted; and theſe Characters are expreſſed 
by their Credentials or Letters of Credence, 
of which they are Bearers. Theſe Creden- 
tials then conſtitute the public Miniſter, au- 
thorize and confirm all he ſays and tranſ- 
acts with a foreign Power, regulate the Ce- 
remonial with Which he ought to be re- 
ceived, and the Immunities he ought to 
enjoy. | | 

Now if we conſider Marſhal Belle- 
ifle's Credentials, which I ſhall pro luce pre- 
ſently, and view them in all the diffecent 
Points of Light poſſible, I don't fee but we 
may by ſuch a Diſcoffon be able to form 
a Tight Judgment on an important Hoint, 
viz, Whether a ſimple Leyer of Credence. 


given 
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Mercer mon Frere, et Couſin, Apres 


(44) 
ven to a General of an Army, in order 
to qualify him to regulate with an Ally, 
Operations and Matters purely military, di- 
veſts that General of his primitive Quality, 
_ conſtitutes him folely a public Mi- 
niſter ? | 23 


In order then to judge with Equity of 


Marſhal Belleiſſe's Caſe, we are to conſider 


mn 7 


I. As Bearer of a Letter of Credence 
from his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to the 
Emperor. A 
II. As Bearer of another to the King of 
Pruſſia from his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 
III. And as Bearer of a Third from his 
Imperial Majeſty to the King of Pruſſia. 
The different Letters, and one from the 
Emperor in Anſwer to that from the King 
of France, I ſhall give the Reader in the 
Original, beſides my Tranſlation of them, 
that he may more clearly be able to judge 
of their Force and Weight in the Deciſion of 
the preſent Point. That to the Emperor 
from his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, which 
follows, amply ſhews the Nature of th 


Marſhal's Miſſion and Character. 


In Lettre du Roy de France @ 


{ Empereur. 


avoir fait connoitre, depuis le Com- 
| men- 


at. os 1 I 5 


SE BY 


mencement de cette Guerre, combien je ſuis 
accups de ce qui intereſſe votre Majeſte, 
Jay cru ne pouvoir mieux luy prouver, que 
je deſire pluſque jamais, de contribuer à ſes 


avantages, qu en choiſiſſant, pour luy en don- 
ner une nouvelle Aflurance, mon Couſin, 


le Marechal Duc de Belleiſle; C'eſt dans 
cette Idee que je Venvoy a V. Majeſte, et que 
je le charge de luy expliquer les Meſures que 


Jay pris pour que {on Armee puiſſe etre aug- 


mentce autant que nos Intereits communs 
et les Circonſtances le demanderont ; Uſage 


qu'il conviendra de faire de cette Armee, et 


la Poſition qu'on luy donnera pendant l'Hi- 


ver, pour faciliter 'Execution des Projets 
de la Campagne prochaine, ſont des Articles 
tres importants, {ur leſquels, ay recommande 


au Marechal de Belleiſle de travailler direc- 


tement avec V. Majeſtè, affin qu; apres avoir 


examine ce qui doit regler nos Reſolutions, 


nous puiſſions nous determiner au party le 
plus convenable d'aſſurer le Succes de nos 


Entrepriſes, et de nous procurer une Paix ſo- 


lide et glorieuſe. Les Talents du Marechal 
de Belleiſle pour la Guerre, et toutes les au- 


tres qualites qui luy font meriter avjourd'- 


huy un nouveau Temoignage de ma Confi- 
ance, me repondent qu'il remplira les differens 
objets de 1a Commiſſion avec le zele qu'il a tou- 
jours marquepopr le bien de mon Service, et pour 
Favantage de mes Allies. Votre Majeſte luy con- 
noiſſant depuis long tems les Sentimens, ſera 
ſeurement diſpoſèe a luy accorder une Creance 
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entiere; mais je nen apprendray pas avec 
moins de Satisfaction qu'il laura obtenye 
auſſy parfaite que je le ſouhaitte, et particu- 
lierement lorſqu'il cherchera a exprimer à 
Votre Majeſté la tendre et conſtante Amitié 
cue Jay pour elle. Je ſais, Monfieur mon 
Frere et Couſin, de Votre Majeſte, bon 
Frere et Couſin, Signé, 
IL OUISs. 


Au Camp devant Fri- 
bourg le 3. Nov. 1744. 


A LeTTER from the King of France 
| ro the Emperor. 
SIR, 


F Y Brother and Couſin, after having 
7 + manifeſted from the firſt breaking 
© out of the preſent War, how far your 
< Majeſty's Intereſts haye engrols'd my At- 
* tention; I was of Opinion that I could not 
give you a more ſolid Proof of my being 
more than ever deſirous to contribute to 
© your Advantage, than by making Choice 
of my Couſin, the Marſhal Duke de Belle- 
ile, to give you freſh Aſſurance of this 
my Intention. It is with this View that 
* I ſend him to your Majeſty, and have gi- 
* ven him my Orders to lay before you the 
* Meaſures I have taken far the augmenting 
* your Army, as our common Intereſts and the 
* Circumſtances of Affairs may require. The 


proper 
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proper Uſe of this Army, and the Canton- 
ing it during the Winter Seaſon, for the 
more ready Execution of our Schemes in 
the enſuing Campaign, are Articles of very 
great Importance; and I have charged the 
Marſhal Belle;fle to conſult with your Ma- 
jeſty in Perſon, that after having weighed 
what ought to guide our Reſolutions, we 
may fix upon the moſt expedient Means to 
warrant the Succeſs of our Enterprizes, and 
to procure us a ſolid and glorious Peace. The 
Marſhal Belleiſſes Talents for War, and 
his many other Endowments which have 
made him worthy of freſh Proofs of the 
Confidence I repoſe in him, are ſo many 
Guaranties that he will perform every re- 
ſpective Article of his Commithon, with 
the ſame Zeal that he has ever ſhewn for 
the Good of my Service, and the Benefit 
of my Allies. As your Majeſty has long 
known him, your own Inclinations will 
induce you to give him entire Credence; 
however, it will not be leſs ſatisfactory to 
me to hear that he ſhall have obtained it 
in as ample Manner as I with he may, 
eſpecially when he ſhall endeavour to re- 
preſent to your Majeſty the tender and un- 


- alterable Friendſhip I have to you. I am, 


Sir, my Brother and Couſin, 
Signed, LEWIS, 


From the Camp before 
D 2 Does 
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Does any Thing appear in this Letter that 
is not relative to the Military only? And 
is not the Commiſſion here given the Mar- 
ſhal, limited to the Eſtabliſhment of Winter- 
Quarters for the Imperial and French Troops, 
and to regulating and ſettling the Operations 
of the enſuing Campaign ? Who could fo well 
diſcharge ſuch a Committion as a General; nay, 
the very General that was to have executed 
Part of the Plan to be fettted ? Is there any 
Function which belongs more eſſentially to 
the Character of a General, than the prior Set- 
tlement of ſubſequent Operations? None could 
fo well as a General, treat directly and per- 
ſonally with the Emperor, as the Marſhal is 
enjoined to do by his Credentials. We find 
him enjoin'd to lay before his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty the Projects that were to be executed 
by the Armies of France; while on the other 
Hand, the Imperial Army ſhould act as fhould 
be ſettled by the Emperor and the Marſhal. 
The Credential has this only Point in view, 
and ties down Marſhal Belleiſie not to exceed 
it, which he has not, as may be ſeen by the 


tollowing Anſwer from the Emperor to his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


Reponſe de I Empereur au Roy de 
France. 
2 mon Frere et Couſin, Fay re- 


ceu avec autant de Joy que de Reconoiſ- 
N ſance 
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fance la Lettre de V. Majeſts do 3 du mois 
dernier, - m'a ete remiſe par le Marechal 
E 


de Bellezile. Elle y exprime ſes Sentimens 
pour moy d'une fagon ſi flatente, que j'en ſuis 
penetre bien vivement, mais je reuſſirois mal à 
luy expliquer toute I'Etendue de ma Senſibi- 
lite; c'eſt ajouter en quelque fagon, aux ge- 
nereux efforts qu'elle fait pour me donner 
une puiſſante Armce, que de me faire com- 
muniquer les Meſures qu'elle prend a cet ef- 
fet, par quelqu'un qu'elle honore d'une Con- 
fiance auſſy parfaite, et pour qui jen ay une 
entiere, qu'il merite non ſeulement par ſes 
grands talens pour la Guerre, mais plus par- 
ticulierement encore par le Zele qu'il a tou- 
jours montrẽ pour la Gloire de V. Majeſte, ſes 
Intereſts, et ceux de ſes Alliez. Je ne luy ay 
rien cache de tout ce que je crois qui peut 
conduire plus ſeurement au Sucges des grands 
projets de V. M. et Jay concerte avec luy 
Tuſage qu'il conviendra de faire de I AArmee que 
je devray a l'amitiè de V. M. et la poſition a 
luy donner pendant Vhiver. L'Evenement qui 
vient de ſe paſſer en Boheme, tout facheux 
qu'il eſt, ne la derangera point, en prevenant 
avec les F orces, qui ſont aportèe du Palatinat, 
les tentatives que l Enemy feroit pour sy eta- 
blir; je m'en remets entierement au Mare- 
chal de Belleiſle, du compte qu'il en rendra 
av. M. d autant que c'eſt une matiere qui a 
ete diſcuttee et examine avec luy, autant que 
[importance dont elle eſt le demandoit. — 
reſte 
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V. M. Tavoit charge; il a repondu parfaite- 
ment a ſa Confiance, et augmente l'Eſtime 
que J'avois deja pour luy; comme il a etẽ te- 
moin de mes Sentimens pour elle, je la prie 
dlajouter une parfaite Creance a ce qu'il luy 
raportera, et d'etre bien perſuadee que rien ne 
ors egaler la tendre et parfaite Amitiè que je 
e luy conſerveray toute ma vie. Je ſuis, &c, 


De Munich, 3. De- 
cembre, 1744. 


The Emperor's Anſwer to the King 

| / France. 
SIR, | 
8 Y Brother and Couſin, it was with 
" nal Satisfaction and Gratitude that I 
received by the Marſhal Belleiſle, your Ma- 
« jefſty's Letter. of the third of laſt Month, 
* wherein your Majeſty expreſſes your Re- 
* oard for me in ſo engaging a Manner that 
it has made a deep Impreſſion on me, tho 
it is impoſſible for me to expreſs the Senſe 1 
have of it. You have in ſome Meaſure en- 
* hanced the generous Efforts you have em- 
*ployed to ſupply me with a puifſant Army, 
by communicating to me the Meaſures you 
have taken to that End, by one who 15 
© honoured with ſuch an entire Confidence, 
and in whom I place the greateſt, not on- 


. 


reſte, je ne puis qu etre extremement ſatisfait 
de la fagon dont il a execute les ordres dont 
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fly on account of his diſtinguiſh'd Talents 
for War, but more particularly on that of 
the Zeal he has ever ſhewn for your Ma- 
* jeſty's Glory, your Intereſts, and thoſe of 
* your Allies, I have lain open to him every 
* Thing that I am of Opinion may molt ſure- 
* Iy contribute to the crowning with Succeſs 
© your Majeſty's great Schemes. I have concert- 
* ed with him the Uſe we ought to make of 
that Army which I owe to your Majeſty's 
* Friendſhip, and the poſting it for the 
* Winter Seaſon, What has lately happened 
in Bohemia, unfortunate as it is, will not 
« diſconcert theſe Diſpoſitions, by the Forces 
near the Palatinate preventing the Attempts. 


of the Enemy to get Footing there. I re- 


* fer myſelf entirely to the Account Marſhal 
f- Bellerfle will give your Majeſty of theſe Af- 
fairs, and the rather as they are what have 
been diſcuſs d and weigh'd with him, as 
thoroughly as their Importance made it ne- 
* ceflary. Finally, I cannot but be extremely 
* ſatisfied with the Manner in which he has 
* executed the Orders your Majeſty had given 
him; he has ſhewp himſelf truly worthy 
© of the Confidence you repoſed in him, and: 
© encreas'd that Eſteem which I before had 
for him; and as he is a Witneſs of my Sen- 
* timents, with regard to your. Majeſty, I 
* entreat your giving entire Credit to 
what he ſhall acquaint you with, and 
that you will be thoroughly perſuaded no- 

1 | * thing 
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* thing can equal that tender and fincere 
© Friendſhip which I ſhall retain for your 
« Majeſty to my laſt Moments, 


Munich, Dec. 3, 1744. 
T am, &c. 


Ihe aforeſaid Letter is an evident Proof of 
what has been ſaid, viz. that Marſhal Belle. 

e kept ſtrictly within the Bounds of his 
Commiſſion, and exerciſed only the Function 
of a General, which, in that Reſpect, could 
not be exerciſed but by a General. Beſides, 
which is further Confirmation not only that he 
acted as a General, but was looked on purely 
as ſuch during his Stay at Munich; he neither 
was conſidered, nor required to be conſider- 
red, in the Capacity or Character of a public 
Miniſter. He notified his Arrival neither to 
the Imperial nor foreign Miniſters, was con- 
ducted to no Audience, neither received nor 
paid any Viſits of Ceremony, his Commiſſion 
being purely and ſimply military, with which 
none of the Ceremonials attached to the Cha- 
racter of an Embaſſador could be blended. 
In Reality, the taking upon the Marſhal on 
this Occaſion the Character of Embaſſador or 
public Miniſter would be extremely unneceſ- 
fary, in as much as the Count de Baviere, 
who correfponded with the Character per- 
fectly well, was then actually Embaſſador 


Extraordinary from France at the Emperor's 
„ Cour t, 
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Court, and Monſieur Chavigny reſided there 
likewiſe as Miniſter Plenipotentiary, intruſted 


with the general Affairs of his Court in the 


Empire. The Marſhal therefore, whoſe 
Commiſſion was purely military, was accom- 
panied only by Monſieur de Schechelles In- 
tendant of the Army, who was to act as di- 
rected by the General, after he ſhould have 
ſettled with the Emperor the military Points 
injoined him by his Letter of Credence or 
Commiſſion. | 

The Marſhal, in this Journey, was fo 
little conſidered as a public Miniſter, and fo 
little did he confider himſelf as ſuch, that in 
4 thro' the Imperial Towns, particu- 

arly thro* Augſbourg, he neither pretended 
to, nor was paid any of thoſe Honours due 
to the Crown of France, and conſtantly 
paid to her public Miniſter ; as was the Mar- 
ſhal's own Caſe in 1741, when he was in- 
veſted with a public Character. Then he 
had the Honours paid him due to his Cha- 
raQer ; but now, in thoſe very Towns where 
thoſe Honours were paid him in 1741, 
he paſs'd thro' them without requiring or 
receiving any. 

Having ſhewn that before the Marſhal's 
Arrival at Munich, during his ſhort Stay 
there, and after he left it, till he was made 
Priſoner, he exerciſed only the Function, and 
ated in the Sphere of a General, we ſhall 


now ſhew from his Credential, or Letter of 
en a ef 1 
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Credence to the King of Pruſſia, that his 
Commiſſion to this laſt Prince, as well as to 


the Emperor, was purely military, 


La Lettre de Creance de S. M. T. C. 
au Roy de Pruſſe. 


T Onſieur mon Frere, les heureux effets 

que nous deyons attendre de l'U- 

nion que j'ay forme avec V. M. me parroiſ- 
ſent dans la circonſtance preſente, dependre 
principalement des projets que je pourray 
concerter avec elle; Jay penſe qu'il eſtoit tres 
important que je fuſſe inſtruit certainement de 
ſes vues, et que je luy fiſſe part des miennes; 
c'eſt pour remplir cet Objet que j'envoy a V. 
M. mon Couſin, le Marechal de Bellcifle, affin 
qu il puiſſe en mon nom convenir avec elle 


des Arrangemens les plds avantageux a nos 


Intereſts communs, a la Gloire de nos Armes, 


et a l' Execution de nos Sentimens; une Af- 
faire auſſi eſſentielle demandoit en celuy que 
Jen chargerois touts les Talens qui m'ont 
determine a donner cette Commiſſion au 
Marechal de Belleiſle, dont j'ay cru que le 
choix feroit agreable a V. M. Elle le connoit, 
ainſy je ne chercheray point a la prevenir en 
ſa Faveur, en m'expliquant ſur l' Idee avan- 

| tageuſe 


— 


I A Copy of this Letter, which was not delivered, 
was found in a Packet intercepted at Hanover, the 25 


of December laſt. | 3 
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tageuſe que jay de luy, et je me renfermeray 
a ſouhaitter que le Marechal de Belleiſſe s at- 
tire la Confiance de V. M. et qu'il en ob- 
tienne une entiere Creance ſur tout ce qui au- 
ra rapport a ſa Commiſſion. Il Vexecutera de 
la Maniere la plus capable de me plaire, s il 
S'occupe autant que je luy ay recommande du 
ſoin d'exprimer a V. M. combien je defire de 
voir notre Union de plus en plus reflerree, 

et de Vaſſurer de la parfaite Amitiè que Ja 
| elle. Je ſuis, Monſieur mon Frere, FA 

votre Majeſte, bon Frere, | 

| Signs Louis. 


Au Camp devant Fribourg, 
Je 3. Novembre, 1744- 


His Moj8 Chriſtian Majeſty's Creden- 
tial zo the King of Pruſſia. 


2 SIR. my Brother, the happy Effects of 
my Union with your Majeſty, accord- 
ing to the preſent Circumſtance of Affairs, 
* feem to me principally to depend upon the 
© Schemes I may concert with your Majeſty, 
© I have thought it was of the greateſt Im- 
© portance ta me to be thoroughly inform'd 
© of your Views, and to communicate mine 
to you. It is to this End that I ſend to 
«* your Majeſty my Couſin, the Marſhal Belle- 
ie, that he might, in my Name, concert 
with your Majeſty the moſt advantageous 
Plans for our common Intereſts, the — 
E 2 *O 
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© of our Arms, and the Execution of * 
5 © Deſigns. An Affair, thus eſſential, 
* quired in the Perſon entruſted. all TT 
« Talents which have determin'd.me,,to give 
© the Commiſſion to Marſhal Belleife, The 
Choice, I believed, would be-agreeable to 
* your Majeſty. As you know him, . I ſhall 
. not endeavour to influence you in, his Fa- 
vour. in acquainting you with the advan- 
© tageous Opinion I. entertain of him. I 
© ſhall confine myſelf to my Wiſhes, that the 
* Marſhal Bellerfle. may acquire the Conh- 
dence of your Majeſty, and entire Credit 
to all that ſhall relate to his Commiſſion; 
which he will execute in the Manner the 
molt capable of ling me, if he 1s as 
earneſt as I have arder'd him to be, in de- 
clarigg how 'greatly I deſire to ſee our 
2 more and more ſtrengthened, and 
in aſſuring your Majeſty of my ſineere 
5 Friendſhip. I am, Sir, my Brather, your 


- Myeſly's good Brother. 
f Sign d L wie. | 


"From N r Camp before 1 F bow , 
22 ov. 8 0 | 
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> OP FO had arrived at "Berliu, 
it is evident from, the Tenor of the afore- 
 faid:G redential or Commiſſion, that he muſt 
have 5 his Negotiation ſolely to the 
military Operations of the enſuing Cam- 
ba gs he had; a Munich, He was to 


impart 


— 
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impart to his Pruſſian Majeſty the Share 
which the Armies of France were to have, 
and how and where they were to cut out 
Wark for the common Enemy, and to know 
from that Prince where and how he ſhould 
be diſpoſed that his Forces ſhould act. 

In all this there was certainly nothing, 
but what: belonged, as has been obſerved, 
to the Function of General. And though 
the Marſhal was thus employed by Letters 
of Credence to ſpeak to Princes in Alli- 
ance with his Maſter, he did not nor could 
not for all that, loſe or drop his Quality 
of General, which was the primitive and 
moſt eſſential Function he exerciſed. 

The Author I am anſwering, has thought 
proper to enumerate many important Matters 
in which the Marſhal was employed. But 
herein, as indeed in moſt of what he advan- 
ces, the uncommon warmth of his Zeal 
has hurried him out ot the Paths of Truth 

and Decency. I ſhall not repeat all the coarſe 
Epithets he has beſtowed on the Marſhal, 
contenting myſelf to put this Affair in its 
true and natural point of View; whence 
it will be ſeen that this General had been 
ſelected by his Maſt Chriſtian Majeſty, from 
among the reſt of his Generals, to repair 
to two Princes in his Alliance, in order to 
communicate to them his Projects for the 
enſuing Campaign, and to ſettle with them 
the Share they were to take in the Ex- 
11 1 ecution 
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ecution of ſuch Deſigns. This appears in- 
conteſtibly by the Marſhal's Credentials : 
And it appears no leſs ſo, that this General 
complied exactly with the Intention of his 

Maſter, and Purport of his Commiſſion. 
Did the Marſhal _—_ e go greater Lengths, 
or exceed more in the Execution of this 
military Errand, ay wi ſent _ if I 
may be allowed the Expreſſion, than other 
Generals on the like — Has not 
the Velt Marſhal Count Konnig ſegg, even 
this laſt Winter, made the Tour of Dreſden, 
Hanover and the Hague, before he join'd 
the Army which he actually now Commands 
in * ? And without having any Share 
the Confidence of that great General, 
it may be concluded without the Spirit of 
Divination, that he communicated ſuch of 
the Projects of the Queen of Hungary, his 
Miſtreſs, as he may have thought proper and 
neceſſary, to the Courts he viſited, Tis 
without doubt that He concerted with the 
Queen's Allies whom he faw in his Tour, 
what Share each of them was to take to- 
wards the Execution of his Miſtreſs's Pro- 
jects. Nor can we ſuppoſe that he did not 
do all in his Power in order to ſpirit up 
and encourage them to ſecond her Efforts 
for the Advancement of the common Cauſe. 
During Queen Ann's Wars, was it not 
the conſtant Cuſtom, at the End of a Cam- 
paign, with Prince Eigene and the Duke of 
Mar- 
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Marlborough to repair to the Courts of ſeve- 
ral Powers, in order to acquire new Allies 
or to encourage and animate the old, and 
perſuade them to an Augmentation of Forces? 
And in performing theſe almoſt neceſſary 
Duties of Generals, was it ever ſuggeſted 
that they had acted the Part of Incendiaries, 
Sc.? On the contrary, they were applauded 
for theſe Winter Journies, which were al- 
ways look'd upon as ſo many Proofs of the 
refin'd Policy of the then Courts of London 
and Vienna and of the Zeal and Capacity 
of theſe great twin Generals, 

We are now come down to the third Point, 
which is, that Marſhal Belleiſſe had charged 
himſelf with a particular Commiſſion from 
the Emperor to the King of Prufia. The 
Purport of that Commiſſion will be beſt ſeen 
by the Letter he was to have delivered from 
his Imperial to his Pruſſian Majeſty, of which 
the following is a genuine Copy. | 


Lettre de ¶ Empereur au Roy de 
Prufſe. 


Onſieur mon Frere & Couſin; com- 
me I'Marechal de Belleifle va fe ren- 
dre aupres de V. M. je nay pas voulu le 
laiſſer partir ſans me donner la Satisfaction 
de luy rennouveller les aſſurances de ma 
5 ; ſincere 
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ſincere Amitie pour Elle, & de la parfaite 
Confiance que Jay dans la ſienne. Je crois 
qu'elle fera contente des Meſures que le Roy 
de France prend pour augmenter conſidera- 
blement mes Forces, et me mettre par 1a en 
Scituation de ſeconder puiflament les ope- 
rations de V. M. et de contribuer aux avan- 
tages et aux intereſts de la Cauſe Commune. 


V. M. connoit la Confiance du Roy de France 


dans le Marechal de Belleiſle, et dont il luy 
a donnè les preuves les plus convaincantes 
en luy faiſant part de tous les projets de la 
Campagne prochaine. Il va pres de V. M. 
pour les luy communiquer, de la part du 
Roy fon Maitre; et il eſpere qu'elle voudra 
bien s'ouvrir avec luy des ſiens, et de ce 
qu'elle penſera qui pourra le plus contribuer 
à nous procurer des heureux Sucges. Je luy 
ay faite part de tout ce que je croyois le plus 
propre a nous faire parvenir au but que nous 
nous propoſons, c'eſt a dire, a une Paix Glo- 
rieuſe et Solide. Il en rendra egalement 
compte a V. M. avec qui je ſeray toujour 
charme d'agir d'un parfait Concert, et de luy 
temoigner dans toutes les occaſions l'Ami. 
tie pleine de reconnoiſſance avec laquelle 
je ſuis, &c. 

A Munich le 8 Decembre, 1744. 


- 
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The Emperor's Letter to the King 
| of Pruſſia. 


IR, my Brother and Couſin, Marſhal 
y Belleiſie being on the Point of depart- 
ing to attend your Majeſty, I would not 
ſuffer him to ſet forward without my having 
*the Pleaſure of giving you freſh Aſſurances 
of my Friendſhip, and of the entire Confi- 
*dence I repoſe in that of your Majeſty. I 
* flatter myſelf that you will approve the 
Meaſures the King of France takes to con- 
* fiderably augment the Number of myTroops, 
l and thus put me in a Situation to powerfully 

ſecond your Majeſty's Operations, and to 

contribute to the Glory and Intereſts of the 
Common Cauſe. Your Majeity is not igno- 
rant of the Truſt which the King of France 
* repoſes in Marſhal Belleiſſe, and of which he 
* has given him the moſt convincing Proofs, 
*by communicating to him all his Schemes 
for the enſuing Campaign. He attends your 
* Majeſty, to impart them to you, in the 
*Name of the King his Maſter, and hopes 
that you will be pleas'd to unboſom yourſelf 
*to him with relation to your own, and to 
* what you conceive will the moſt contribute 
to the procuring us a happy Succeſs. I 
have communicated to him all that J ima- 


gine the moſt likely to lead us to the happy 


F Iſſue 
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Iſſue which we propoſe ; I mean, a glorious 
* and ſolid Peace : He will acquaint your Ma- 
jeſty with the Pleaſure I ſhall have to act in 
«cloſe Concert with your Majeſty, and on all 
© Occaſions to give you Proofs of the grateful 
« Friendſhip with which I am, &c. 
Munich the 8th of Dec. 1744. 


I believe no doubt will remain on the 
Reader's Mind concerning the Marſhal's Com- 
miſſion from the Emperor to the King of 
Prujjia. He will have ſeen by the Letter 
of which the Marſhal was Bearer from his 
Imperial Majeſty, that his Commiſſion was 
limited to military Operations only. Tis 
obvious that the principal End of the Em- 
peror's Commiſſion to the Marſhal was to 
concert the Operations of the Imperial and 
Pruſſian Armies for the following, that is 
the preſent Campaign. And who ſo fit 
or proper to ſettle theſe Points with the 
King of Pruſſia, as the General that was made 
thoroughly acquainted with the military Pro- 
jets of France, and who had juſt before 
regulated the Plan of Operations of the en- 
ſuing Campaign with the Emperor ? Who, 
1 fay, ſo fit to be intruſted with Commiſ- 
ſions of this Nature as he, who after having 
ſet all theſe Matters in the cleareſt Light be- 
fore his Maſter's Allies, and by that means 
augmented and confirm'd their Confidence, 
was to have returned to the Frontiers of his 

Prince's 


43 
Prince's Dominions to prepare and execute 
the Share of the enſuing Operations intruſted 
to him ? 

I ſhall waveexpatiating at preſent on a Queſ- 
tion naturally ariſing from the Prerogatives 
annex'd to Marſhal Belleiſſe's Commiſſion 
from the Emperor, whoſe Miniſter he was 
as well as his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's. There 
is no doubt, that as Imperial Miniſter, the 
Marſhal could not have been lawfully ar- 


reſted or detained. The Emperor reclaimed 


him as his Miniſter, juſt before his Death; 
and we are to ſuppoſe that the Imperial 
Dignity furniſhed that Prince with ſtrong 
and ſolid Reaſons, founded on the Con- 
ſtitution of the Empire, for demanding the 
Liberty of one honoured with his Commiſ- 
ſion. 

I ſhall not neither enter into the Conſideration 
of our partial Author's long String of Com- 
pariſons and Quotations, every intelligent and 
candid Reader being able to ſee without the 
leaſt Difficulty, that they are in no ways ap- 
plicable to the Marſhal's Caſe. Nor ſhould 
I take any more Notice of the Inſtance he 
brings of Throgmorton than of the reſt, if 
he had not been my Country-man ; but tak- 
ing the State of that Caſe as the Author 
himſelf has drawn it, 'tis as little applicable 
to the Marſhal Belleiſſe's as all the reſt. 

Queen Elizabeth, he ſays, made a Truce 
with Charles IX. The firſt, a principal Diffe- 
F rence 
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rence between both Caſes, in as much as the 
Electorate of Hanover and France are actu- 
ally at War. Further, that Throgmorton 
went to France armed with a Paſſport from 
the French Embaſlador at London, which, 
one ſo well verſed in public Affairs as Throg- 
morton was, muſt have known to be of 
little Weight or Value. And next, that the 
Object of that Miniſter's Journey was to en- 
courage and . ſupport the Rebellion of the 
Protejiant Subjects of France, a Commiſſion 
always odious and hateful, which is tolerated 
by no Law or Nation, There is no Charac- 
ter that can or ought to ſecure a Man con- 
vided of having thus acted againſt the Law 
of Nations. 

But has Marſhal Belleiſle's preſent Caſe any 
thing relative to Throgmorton's ? There is not 
a Shadow of any Similitude. The Marſhal, 
a General of a Prince at open War with the 
Electorate, goes from his Maſter to concert 
with his Allies the Means of proſecuting the 
War with Vigour and Succeſs, Are there any 
Circumſtances attending the Diſcharge of 
ſuch a Commiſſion inconſiſtent with the 
ſtricteſt Honour and Probity, or with the 
Law of Nations ? 

Again, Queen Elizabeth, ſo jealous of 
her Rights, and who had puſn'd ſo high the 
Prerogatives and Dignities annex'd to the 
Crown, never reclaim'd Throgmorton ; where- 
fore it may be concluded that he was un- 


happily 
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happily ranked in the Claſs of Men of re- 
fined Talents employed by Princes in 'dark 
and illicit Practices, whom they never re- 
claim or look after, in caſe they are detected. 
But his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, on the con- 
trary, reclaims Marſhal Belleiſſe in whatever 
Light he may or can be conſider'd. 

The Reſult therefore of all that has been 
advanc'd on this Head, is, that if Marſhal 
Belleiſie be conſider'd as diſcharging the 
Functions of a public Miniſter, he muſt 
be conſider'd likewiſe as diſcharging thoſe 
of a General at the ſame time, who was 
ſent to have an Interview with the Allies 
of his Maſter, in order to adjuſt with 
them future military Operations. And I 
don't find any Exception or Exclufion in 
the Cartel of Generals ſo employed at the 
Courts of foreign Princes. The Cartel has 
no ſuch Exception, becauſe it would be 
abſurd, unjuſt and unnatural. 

For Inftance, when Prince Eugene in the 
late War with Lewis XIV. ſent General or 
other Officers, as he conſtantly did, to treat 
with the Princes and Republics of 7taly, 
who fhall . preſume to ſay that ſuch Of- 
ficers, or if you will Miniſters, becauſe they 
had Letters of Credence from that Prince, 
would not be confider'd as Priſoners of War, 


if they ſhould chance to fall into the Hands 
of the Enemy? And was not this Cuſtom 


of commiſſioning Officers to tranſact and 


treat 
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treat with the ſeveral Electors, and other Princes 
and Circles of the Empire, conſtantly prac- 
tiſed by the aforeſaid Prince Eugene and the 
Duke of Marlborough during the War in 
Germany ? 

The Generals of France practiſed the very 
fame Method heretofore both in Italy and 
Germany ; and whenever any of thoſe mili- 
tary Miniſters were taken, which happen'd 
frequently, they were always deemed Pri- 
ſoners of War, and immediately admitted to 
Ranſom, or be exchanged, in Virtue of the 
Cartel. And during the preſent War, the 
French Commanders in Germany have ob- 
ſerved the* like Conduct, without the leaſt 
Inconveniency happening, as to the Ranſom 
or Exchange of ſuch Officers, if taken. 

Now, if it be admitted, as it always and 
unalterably has been, that an Officer taken 
with the Credentials of his General found 
upon him, by which he was commiſſioned 
to tranfact and treat with foreign Princes and 
States in relation to military Affairs, preſerves 
ſtill his primitive Quality of Officer, and 
ought to be conſidered as ſuch; how much 
more reaſonable, how much ſtronger is the 
Caſe in Favour of a General, commiſſioned 
and empower'd by Credentials from the So- 
vereign himſelf? His primitive Quality of 
General always remaining, there 1s no Doubt 


that he ought to be conſider'd as ſuch in 
the 
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the Diſcharge of a Commiſſion relative to 
military Operations only. 

There is no diſputing that the Detention 
of Marſhal Belleiſle is not founded on a Sup- 

ſition that he ought to be deem'd a pub- 
lic Miniſter, becauſe his Brother, the Che- 
valier, who is known to have had no pub- 
lic Character whatever, is detain'd as well as 
him. That young Gentleman is certainly 
no Miniſter, never was one, nor is ſo much 
as nam'd in thoſe Letters of Credence, which 
I have inſerted in this Work at length. 
Wherefore he cannot poſſibly be confider'd but 
as one of thoſe French General Officers that 


had been employ'd on the Rhine by his moſt 


Chriſtian Majeſty, and had Leave to accom- 

any the Marſhal his Brother, in order to 
= employ'd, if Occaſion required it, or the 
General thought proper, either in Swabia or 
Bavaria. 

This is the Light in which, I ſhould 
think, the Chevalier de Belleiſle ought to be 
conſider'd ; and it is certainly that in which 
he is conſider d by the Court of France, 
which has applied directly to our Engliſh 
Miniſtry to have him releas'd on the foot 
of the Cartel. But his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty was given to underſtand, that the Che- 
valier being in the ſame Plight and Circum- 
ſtance with his Brother the Marſhal, he was 
intitled to no greater Lenity, and ought to 


run the ſame Fate, Our Miniſtry, there- 


fore, | 
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fore, look not on the Marſhal as a public 
Miniſter, fince they rank him and the Bro- 
ther in the ſame Claſs, and were both taken 
and detain'd from Motives ariſing from the 
fame Principles. 

This being the Caſe, it remains for me 
only to examine whether or no the Marſhal, 
confidered as a General, and confidering the 
Circumſtances of his Arreſt, be intitled to 
the Benefit of the Cartel; of which I think 
it neceſſary to give a ſuccinct Definition, for 
the elucidating the Point in Debate, 

The Cartel is a Convention or Compact 
introduced among Princes and States, when 
Nations became more civiliz'd, and were leſs 
ſavage and cruel than in the earlier Ages. 
The firſt of thoſe Conventions, being per- 
haps indigeſted, and arbitrarily conſtrued, 
as it ſuited with the Humour of the Lord or 
General who was a Party to it, Princes took 
the Matter into their own Hands, reſerving 
to themſelves alone the Power of making 
ſuch Compacts, and their Execution, in or- 
der to prevent all Exceſſes that might be 
committed, either as to the Sums to be paid 
as Ranſom, or the Exchange of Priſoners, 
which have been always ever ſince ſo ſtated 
and ſettled, as to admit of no Chicane or 
Diſpute. | 

In thoſe early Days Literature was not the 
Buſineſs of Warriors; Frankneſs and Since- 
-rity, or as the French more energically 

phraſes 
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phraſes it, bonne foy, were always look'd 
upon as the Baſis of the Profeſſion of the 
Sword, or the Art military. Nor need we 
ſeek for any other Cauſe of that Plain- Deal- 
ing and Simplicity ſo vitible in thoſe mili- 
tary Compacts, in the drawing up of which 
ſo little Precaution is taken to guard againſt 
Deceit and Evaſion fo blended with the Po- 
litics of Stateſmen, as may be ſeen by the 
Multitude of verboſe Precautions and Expli- 
cations, obſervable in all Treaties of Concord 
and Alliance, 

The Cartels, being conſtantly copy'd one 
after the other; have all along preſery' 4 their- 
primitive Plainneſs and Simplicicy. One ſingle: 
Article includes the whole Purport, Mean- 
ing or Diſpoſition of the Compact, as muy 
appear by the ſecond Article of the Cartel 
now actually ſubſiſting between France and 
England; This Article alone, which is but 
of very few Lines, ſpecifies all D. egrees of 
the military Order intended and intitled to 
the Benefit of the Convention, expreſſes all 
the Caſes and Inſtances wherein it ought to 
operate, and limits the Time of its actual 
Execution. 

From this genuine Deſcription it is eaſily 
perocivable, that when one ſhort Article thus 
contains ſo many Clauſes, and ſo much Mat- 
ter, the Words and Expreſſion of it muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be very general. Yet are they fo 


ſignificant and well underſtood, that to this 
G Hour, 
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(30) 
Hour, there has been no Diſpute or Conteſt 
concerning their true Senſe and Meaning. 

All the other Articles of the Cartel are 
little more than Forms conſequential of the 
Variations introduced in the military State, 
as well in Regard to Rank and Degree, and 
Corps of Troops of a late Inftitution, as to 
regulate its Execution with Sincerity, or bonne 
foy, Words ſo neceffary and expreſſive, and 
fo oiten repeated in this Convention, as being 
its proper Baſis and Foundation, 

This ſecond Article of the Cartel, actual- 
ly in Force between us and the French, and 
which gives the Law to both warring Na- 
tions reſpectively, is as follows, And for the 
ſame Reaſon that I inſerted the Marſhal's 
Credentials in the original French, viz. to 
prevent miſleading the curious Reader, by a 


wrong or erroneous Tranſlation, I infert this 


Article alſo in that Language, in which the 
Convention was agreed to and ſign'd, 


Tous Priſonniers de Guerre, de quelque 
Nation et Condition qu'ils puiſſent etre, 
fans aucune reſerve qui ſeront faits de part 
« et d'autre apres le premier Echange ou Ran- 
* con, par les Armees ou Garniſons des Par- 
ties belligerentes et Auxiliaires, ſoit en Ba- 
tailles, Combats, Priſes de Places, Partis, ou 
„ AUTREMENT, ſeront rendus de BONNE 
* FOY, quinze jours apres leurs Detention, 


ou auſſitot que faire ſe pourra, par Echange 
| cc de 


A 


A 


* 
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e de Priſonniers de pareilles Charges, ou e- 
* quivalens, ou autres, en faiſant Compen- 
** fation du plus ou moins, ou payeront leur 
* Rangan ſur le pied quelles ſeront cy-apres 
** marquees, ſcavoir, en Florins d'Alletnagne 
« a ſoixante dix Kreutzer de part et d'autre, 
du de deux Livres dix Sols argent de France.“ 


The TRANSLATION. 

All Priſoners of War, of whatever Nation 
and Condition they may be, who ſhall be 
taken on both Sides without any Exception, 
after the firſt Exchange or Ranſom, by the 
Armies or Garriions of the Parties at War 
and their Auxiliaries, whether in Battles, 
Combats, taking of Places, Parties, or in any 
other Manner whatever, ſhall be delivered 
ſincerely and de bonne foy, fifteen Days after 
they ſhall be firſt taken, or as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, by Exchange of Priſoners of equal Poſt 
or Degree, or by an Equivalent of Inferiors 
againſt a Superior, or otherwiſe, in duly ſtat- 
ing the neceſſary Compenſation, or by pay- 
ing their Ranſom on the Footing herein after 
mark'd, viz, in German Florins of ſeventy 
Krutzers, or two Livres ten dolz French 


Money. 
Having thus produced the Law which 


binds both Nations reciprocally, we will ex- 
amine with the Public, what may be thoſe 


Circumſtances attending the Arreit of Mar- 
G 2 ſhal 
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( 52 ) 
ſhal Belleiſſe, which can in Juſtice preclude 
him from the Benefit of the Cartel. 

This Law admits and comprehends all De- 
grees of the military Order, without Ex- 
ception, that are actually imployed by the 
reſpectiye Sovereigns. And what is it but the 
Patent or Commiſſion of the Prince that diſ- 
tinguiſhcs the Soldier, and conſtitutes the Poſt, 
Degree, or Employ conferred upon him ? All 

2 ſeveral Polts and Degrees in the Army, 
or Fb 2g to it, are minutely and particu- 
larly f. pecified i in the Cartel, Where it treats 
of France, it mentions expreſly a Marſhal 


of that Crown, and ſo on from the General 


down to the loweſt Officer. There is mention 
made, not only of the common Men, both 
Horſe and Foot, &c. but alſo of tne menial 
Servants and Attendants of an Army of all 
Kinds, diſtinguiſhing ſuch as are entitled to 
be exchanged or ranſomed, from thoſe that 
have a Right to be ſent back gra tuitouſly. 
The Cartel diſtinguiſhes likewiſe all the dif- 
ferent Degrees of Officers in the Service of 
the Allies, with whom France 1s at War, 

I bclieve, it won't be denied that Marſhal 
Belleifle | is a Marſhal of France. It is moſt 
certain that he was. one of thoſe French Ge-. 
nerals commanding under his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty in Germany at the Siege of Fribourg; 
that he ſet out from Fribourg poſſeſſed of 
the Commiſſion by which he acted, and that 
he exerciſed the Functions of his Poſt as he 

travelled 


653) 


travelled through Bavaria and Suabia, and 
to the very Hour he was made Priſoner. It 
is no leſs true, that the Marſhal's Commiſ- 
ſion from the King his Maſter was purely 
military, and had no other Object but the 
Eſtabliſhment of Winter Quarters, the Diſ- 
pofition and Cantonment of "Troops, and 
Projects for the Operations of the enſuing 
Campaign. There ſeems, I may venture 
ſaying there is, nothing in all that J have now 
enumerated, either of the Marſhal's Com- 
miſſion or Actions, that excludes him from 
the Benefit of the Cartel. What then are, 
or can be, the Circumſtances of his Arreſt 
that form or conſtitute the Difficulty ? Here 
then follow what I could gather concernin 

the Difficulties in the Marſhal's Way, either 
from Writings publiſhed ſince his Detention, 
or from thoſe that have converſed frequently 


with our own Miniſters, and with ſuch Fo- 


reign Miniſters as reſide at our Court. 
1. Tis faid, in the f Place, that Mar- 


ſhal Bellerfle is become a public Miniſter in 
Conſequence of the Letters of Credence or 


Credentials of which he vas Bearer; that, 
at firſt, his own Court ſtiled and qualified 
him as ſuch ; and that as there is no Mention 
of Ambaſſadors or Miniſters in the Cartel, 
therefore the Marſhal Belleiſle is intitled to 

no Benefit by that Convention, 
2, That the Marſhal, being taken in a 
Village, Part of the Territories of the Elec- 
| torate 
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torate of Hanover, at War with Fance, 
without Paſsport, as a fimple Traveller, dif. 
tant from any of the French Armies, and 
without Troops, therefore ought he not to be 
conſidered but as a Subject of France, at 
War with the Electorate, and by Conſe- 
quence as a fimple Priſoner, ſubject to the 
Will and Diſcretion of the Elector. 
3. That Marſhal Belleiſie was not made 
Priſoner, by neither the Armies or Garriſons 
of the Parties at War, nor their Auxiliaries ; 
nor was he taken in Battle, Combat, Sur. 
render of a Place, or by Party. He was 
ſtopp'd in the Poſt-houſe of a Village, by a 
Bailiff, accompanied only by arm'd Country 
Fellows; therefore he does not come with- 
in the Deſcription of the Cartel. 

4. And laſtly, Marſhal Belleiſſe travers'd 
the Country of Hanover to examine the 
Roads and Approaches in order to an Inva- 
fion of the Electorate, which he had pro- 
jected, and was going to the King of Pru/- 

to concert with him the Execution - of 
his Schgme. He is a Diſturber of Germany, 
and of the public Tranquillity, a particular 
Enemy of che Electorate, and travell'd with- 
out Troops; therefore the Marſhal, far from 
being entitled to the Benefit of the Cartel, 
is very happy to be treated as he is, and 
ought not to be ſet at Liberty before a ge- 


neral Peace, 
The 
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The Marſhal's Caſe, ſay they, is not 
within the Meaning of the Carte/; but, ſay 
they further, if it be, there is no doubt 
but he will be immediately ſet at Liberty 


in Conſequence of a Cartel, which his Bri- 


tannic Majeſty has declared ſhall be obſerv'd 
inviolably ; a Cartel which has been ſo- 
lemnly confirmed by Lord Carteret in Fune 
1744, and fince in ſo ample and diſtinct a 
Manner by the preſent Miniſtry, whoſe 
Character of Candour and Uprightneſs is 
ſo well known, that there is no doubt of 
their adviſing the Marſhal's Releaſe as ſoon 
as it ſhall be made evident to them that his 
Caſe is within its Meaning and Intent. 
Theſe Objections, which I have ſet forth 
in the ſtrongeſt Light I could, ſeem to ex- 
clude Marſhal Bellzifſe from the Benefit of 
the Cartel; and, I own, I was once not a 
little inclin'd co be of this Opinion. But 
ſince I have ſeen the Marſhal's own Memo- 
rial of the „, oi March laſt, wherein he 
anſwers Objections, and produces new 
Lights and Fcl:1-cifſements, and have heard 
what the French Miniſtry and General Of- 
ficers, other Foreign Miniſters and Ge- 
nerals, and ſome of our own Generals 
ſay ; fince, I ſay, I have duely conſidered 
what is urged in Favour of the Marſhal, and 
examined the Cartel itſelf with the utmoſt 
Attention, I confeſs ingenuouſly, that I am 
clearly of a different Opinion, and for the 
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following Reaſons, deduced chiefly from 
thoſe Authorities I have mentioned. 

Jo the firſt Objection, it is anſwer d, that 
ſuppoſing the Credential, or Letter of Cre- 
dence, of which the Marſhal was Bearer, 
did Characterize or Conſtitute him an Em- 
baſſador, or public Miniſter, it did not for 
all that, nor could not efface or annihilate 
his primitive Character of Marſhal of France, 
and General of an Army in the actual Exer- 
ciſe of the Functions of his Poſt; and the 
rather, that this ſame Credential, containing 
the Commiſſions he was to execute, was 
purely relative to military Operations, the 
natural Objects of the Function of a Marſhal 
and General. For who but a military Per- 
ſon, a General Officer, chuld be capable of 
diſcharging the Commiſſion intruſted with 
the Marſhal on that Occaſion, as it conſiſted 
ſolely in military Operations, the canton- 
ing and quartering of Troops, and in giving 
Orders for their Safety and Subſiſtence ? 
Theſe were the Matters in which the Mar- 
ſhal employ'd his Time, they were the Sub- 
ject Matters of his Commiſſion; and has it 
been ever ſaid or known, that a General of 
an Army may not treat and concert military 
Operations with his Maſter's Allies ? And if 
he may, as indiſputably he may, can it poſ- 
ſibly be done but by Letter? How elſe but 
by Letter can the General of one Prince be 


authoriz'd to treat with another in Alliance 
with 


657 

with him, about regulating and adjuſtin 
enſuing military Operations? And can it be 
imagin'd, can it poſſibly be ſuppos'd that 
the being Bearer of a Letter, without which 
he could not have ſettled ſuch military O- 
perations, diveſts him of his Generalſhip 
and of his Command? Was it ever known 
that an Acceſſory deſtroy'd the Principal? 
Therefore then admitting the Marſhal to 
have become a public Miniſter, in Conſe- 
gon of the Letter of Credence, he is not, 
or all that, the leſs a General, which was 
not only his primitive Character, which the 
latter could not efface, but was his actual 
Character, in as much as he was all along 
in the Exerciſe of his military Functions. 
Wherefore, by Conſequence, Marſhal Belle- 
efle is intitled to the Benefit of the Cartel, as 
his Caſe is inconteſtibly within its Meaning. 

That the Marſhal is a Priſoner of War is 
not diſputed. The very Author himſelf, of 
the Marſhal Bellerfle's Caſe, admits he is a 
Priſoner of War; and could he, with any 


Colour or Grace, have deny'd it, we may 


preſume he would not have own'd it. He 
« 1s a Priſoner of War, (fays this Writer, 
page 34.) that is certain; he has confeſs'd 
% as much under his Hand, and if the Me- 
« morial ſettles any Thing, it ſettles this: 
«© But the Point in Queſtion is, Whether 


© he was made Priſoner of War as Marſhal ' 


« of France; for if he had, no Doubt he 
* ought to have been ranſom'd according to 
| ho. H the 
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e the Terms of the Cartel, that is, within 
_ * the Space limited by the Cartel.” 

To what has been ſaid above in Anſwer 
te the firſt Obhjection, let me add, That if the 
King of France's Letters of Credence by the 
Marihal to the Emperor and King of Pru/- 
/a, could diveſt him of his Character of Ge- 
neral, in conſtituting him a public Miniſter, 
which, 1 hope, has been clearly made appear 
that they could not; bat, I ſay, ſuppoſing 
they ſhould be conſtrued to have had ſo ſu- 
pernatural an Operation, it will follow ne- 
ceſſarily, from the ſame Reaſon, that the 
Emperor's Letter by the Marſhal to his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, will have conſtituted him 
an Imperial Miniſter going to an Elector of 
the Empire, who is Co- director of the Circle 
of Lower Saxony, of which Hanover is a Part. 
As ſuch, I ſay, the Marſhal could not be 
made Priſoner in a Hanoverian Village, ſi- 
tuate in the Empire, and Part of the Terri- 
tories of an Electorate at Peace with the Em- 
peror and King of Prufia, Elector of Bran- 
dienbourg; it being certain and agreed upon 
of all Hands, that by the Conſtitution of the 
Empire, an Imperial Miniſter ought to be re- 
ſpected, and held ſacred by all the Members 
throughout the whole Extent of the Empire. 

On this Principle then, it is evident that 
Marſhal Belleiſie ought to have been re- 
leaſed upon the Spot; or that not having 
been, that he ought to be ſet at Liber 
now, without Ranſom, the Emperor's Dank 


making 
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making no ſort of Alteration in the Juſtice 
of the Caſe, which I dare ſay won't be con- 
troverted by any of the German Civilians. 

To the ſecond Objection it is anſwered, 
that the Marſhal took no Paſſport, becauſe 
he never intended to traverſe any part of the 
Electorate of Hanover; that at the Time 
he was ſurrounded in the Prufian Poſthouſe 


by arm'd Men, he made not the Appear- | 


ance of an ordinary Traveller, having in his 
Retinue, Gentlemen, Pages, and other Do- 
meſticks of all kinds ſuitable to his Rank, 
to the Number of twenty five; and that 
then and always before he made uſe of forty 
Poſt-Horſes. The Marſhal was eſcorted by 
three hundred Huſſars as long as he thought 
himſelf in Danger or near an Enemy ; but 
that he diſcharged them as ſoon as he came 
into neutral: Territories and ſuch as belonged 
to Allies. 

And why\ys the Marſhal now a Priſoner, 
but becauſe he miſtook his Way and went 
inadvertently into the Territories of a Prince 
at War with his Maſter ? He ſaw his Miſ- 
take, and immediately own'd the Legality 
of his Arreſt; but he likewiſe claim'd the 
Benefit of the Cartel in the Terms preſcrib- 
ed by that neceſſary and uſeful Convention, 
which does not forbid a General or other 
Officer to travel without Troops, It was pre- 
ciſely becauſe he did travel without Troops 
that the Marſhal was taken; but was he 
the leſs the Marſhal Belleiſſe, one of the 
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Generals uf the French Armies, whoſe Fune- 
tions he had actually exerciſed in his Journey? 
Was not the very Commiſſion he was go- 
ing to diſcharge, an actual Exerciſe of part 
of the Functions of the General, a Cha, 
rafter not tefuſed the Marſhal throughout 
all Europe ? 

A hundred Examples might be produced 
of Officers taken travelling thus accompany'd 
by their Domeſtioks only. In this very War, 
there have been Numbers of French Officers 
taken in the Heart of Germany in their Way 
from France to Bohemia and from Bohemia 
to. France, who. were all without the leaſt 
Diffticylty acknowledged Priſoners of War, 
and ranſomed and exchang'd as ſuch on the 
+ goting and in Virtue of the Cartel. 

We cannot therefore, without wronging our 
Judgment, look upon the Marſhal as a ſimple 
Subject of France only, who is ſubject to 
the, Will and Pleaſure of the Prince in whoſe 
Territories he was taken, as mentioned in the 
Objection; but rather as a Priſoner expreſly 
deſcribed by the Cartel, by the Words (o u 
AUTREMENT) er in any other Manner 
whatever ; Words extremely ſignificant and 
of abſolute. Neceſſity, as ſhall be ſhewn 
at large in the immediate ſubſequent An- 
iwer to the third Objection, 

It is owned, in anſwer to the third Ob- 
jection, - that Marſhal Belleifle was not tak- 
en by Armies or Garriſons, nor that he 
was taken in Battle, Combat, nor Surrender 


of 


(61) 

of a. Place; but tis inſiſted on that he was 
taken (AUTREMENT;) in another Manner. 
TDis eaſily comprehended, that where it 
is ſaid in the Cartel, by Armies and Gar- 
riſons, it is clearly underſtood to mean, Troops 
of which Armies and Garriſons are com- 
poſed, and not whole Armies and whole 
Garriſons, which it would be abſurd and 
falſe to ſay were the only Priſoners of War. 

If it ſhould be thought neceſſary that re- 
gular Troops ſhould be preſent at the tak- 
ing a Priſoner of War, within the Meaning 
of the Cartel, which without doubt was ne- 
ver intended nor could be by that uſeful Con- 
vention, the Marſhal, even in that reſpect, 
is within the Meaning of the Cartel. For 
when the Bailiff of Elbingerode arreſted this 
General, he was accompany'd by Numbers 
of Soldiers of different Regiments of the re- 
gular Troops of Hanover, who were armed 
with Gun, Sword and Bayonet. The Mar- 
ſhal was guarded by Hanoverian regular 
Troops from E/bingerode to Ofterade, two 
Soldiers being clapt before and one behind 
the Chaiſe he rode in. There were even three 
Soldiers of the Regiment of Sommerfeld in the 
Coach with the Chevalier Belleifſe ; and 
ſeveral ather Soldiers of different Regiments, 
were diſperſed in the Waggons carrying the 
Marthal's Retinue. Therefore in this Re- 
ſpect, the Marſhal's Caſe muſt be under- 
ſtood to be within the Cartel, if Soldiers 
are neceſſarily implied, for that in the * 
im 
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him Priſoner, there were many of different 
Regiments, compleatly armed and in their 
Regimentals. 

It is true the Marſhal was not taken in 
Battle, or Combat, or at a Siege; but the 
Cartel adds after theſe Deſcriptions, the 
Words (ou AUTREMENT) or in any other 
Manner whatever, as being Words the moſt 
general, and at the ſame time the moſt ex- 
preſſive and ſignificant, which could be i- 
magined by the Diligence and the Foreſight 

of the Generals that had at all times any 
Hand in thoſe Sort of Conventions. 
- And to confider this, Point in its true 
Light, how would it be poſſible to deſcribe 
the vaſt Variety of Circumſtances and Mul- 
titude of Inſtances that might occur in re- 
gard to the Capture of military Men ? Was 
a minute Deſcription attempted, there muſt 
have been Omiſſions, it being impoſſible to 
enumerate all Caſes and Inftances. Therefore 
it was neceſſary there ſhould be ſome gene- 
ral Words that ſhould generally include all; 
and the Sincerity, or Mats foy with which 
Cartels have always been made, naturally 
dictated the Words, (ou autrement) or in any 
other Manner whatever, as bcing Words com- 
prehending all poſſible Cafes that could hap- 
pen, which it was impoſſible to prevent, and 
ſcarce pofſible to expreſs. 

Theſe general Words then, which are in- 
ſerted as of Neceſſity, and for the recipro- 
cal Benefit of the Nations at War, take 3 


„„ 
all Places, Times and Situations, neceſſarily 
implying, that whenever and wherever a 
military Officer is taken, he can be deem'd 
in no other Light but as a Priſoner of 
War, unleſs he be accuſed and convicted of 


having acted clandeſtinely as a Spy, or o- 


therwiſe againſt the Laws of War. 
Theſe Words (ou AUTREMENT) er in 
any other Manner whatever, imply further, 
that in whatever Manner, or by whomſo- 
ever a military Officer is taken, he is equally 
a Priſoner of War: And can they then, who 
are at the taking him, or have him in Cuſ- 
tody, alter his State or Condition ? But the 
other Subjects, or People of the Powers at 
War, are comprehended in theſe Words 
(ou AUTREMENT) or in any other Man- 
ner whatever, as being enjoin'd by the 
Words of the Declarations of War, to fall 
upon, diſtreſs and deſtroy the Enemy. If 
then the Subjects ſo enjoin'd, that are 
neither Militia nor regular Troops, ſhall 
take an Officer in the Service of a Power 
at War with their Prince, in what Claſs ſhall 
ſuch an Officer be rank'd, unleſs among 
Priſoners of War? The Point is fo ſelf-evi- 
dent, natural, and juſt, that to this Hour 
there has never been any Difference or Diſ- 
tinction made between Priſoners taken in 
Battle, Combat, Cc. or by the Peaſants or 

other Subjects of the Prince at War. 
In Queen Annes Wars, when the Peaſants 
of the Dutchy of Wirtemberg guarded the 
| ; 730 Lines 
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Lines of the Black Foreſt, they took Num- 
bers of French Officers, who were moſt cer- 
tainly Priſoners of War; and they were 
deem'd ſuch, and exchang'd and ranſom'd 
equally with thoſe taken in Battles and 
Sieges. And in Spain, were not all the 
Engliſh and their Allies, taken by the Mi- 
guelets, deem'd and exchang'd or ranſom'd 
as Priſoners of War? Sure I need not put 
the Reader in Mind that Mzgquelefs are but 
Spaniſh Peaſants, or that there are many of 
our Countrymen now living, who enjoy'd 
the Bencfit of the Cartel, tho' taken by thoſe 
ruſtic Voluntiers. 55 
The ſame Rule has been obſerved, the 
fame Juſtice has been conſtantly done, in 
the Courſe of the preſent War, in regard to 
the Captures made by the Baròbets and Vau- 
dots, Peaſants inhabiting the Alps; the Of- 
ficers taken by them being deem'd Priſon- 
ers of War, and exchanged or ranſom'd ac- 
cordingly. Therefore then, I ſay, is it out 
of all Doubt, that Marſhal Bellei ſſe, being 
taken by the Bailiff of Elbingerode, accom- 
pany'd by Soldiers of difterent Hanoverian 
Regiments, is clearly and evidently within 
the Intent and Meaning of the Cartel, in 
Virtue of the Words (* ou AUTREMENT) 
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* Art. 13. du Traitẽ de Rifwick entre la France 
| & la Hollande. ' 
Si par inadvertence, ou AUTREMENT, il ſurvenoit 
quelque inobſervation ou inconvenient au preſent 
b Traité, 
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or in any other Manner whatever, which 
include moſt manifeſtly the Circumſtances of 
his Caſe, taken in any Senſe whatever. 

The fourth Objection, I am ſure, can need 
no Anſwer among a generous and ingenuous 
People, ſuch as the Engliſb have been 
always eſteemed by all the other Nations of 
Europe. It contains ſuch unjuſt, ungenerous 
Liberties only, as certain anonymous Writers 
take when they are unauthorized and ſecure 
from being detected. The Detail I have 
given of the Marſhal's Journey, is a full and 
more than neceſſary Anſwer to all that has 
or can be urged to the Diminution of that 
Nobleman's Character of Honpdr., What 
has the Conduct of Marſhal Belleiſle in it, in 
the preſent Inftance, more extraordinary than 
that of other Generals of the higheſt Re- 
putation for Probity, Honour, and every 
other recommendable Quality ? 

Let it not be thought an unneceflary Re- 
petition, if I remind the Reader that Prince 
Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough had 
93 PM. ſpent 


Traits, cette Paix ne laiſſera pas de ſubſiſter, mais on 
reparcra promptement les dites Contraventions ; Et fi 


elles procedent de quelques particuliers Sujets, ils ſe- 
ront ſeuls punis. 

This Article is untranſlated, as being only to ſhew 
the Curious, that the Plenipotentiaries at that ſolemn 
Treaty could find no Words more expreſſive than 
(0U AUTREMENT) or in any other Manner whatever, 
to comprehend the great Variety of Caſes and Inci- 
dents that might happen, and which it was impoſſible 
to foreſee, and therefore impracticable to guard againſt 


in the Treaty, 
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ſpent the moſt Part of ſeveral Winters af the 
different Courts of Allies, with the ſame 
Views. Did not Prince Eugene make a 
Voyage hither in 1711, in order to warm 
our Court in the common Cauſe, and to 
treat about the Operations of the enſuing 
Campaign? And was he, or could he be 
deem'd an Incendiary for obeying his Maſter, 
the then Emperor's Orders? Again then let 
me aſk the candid Reader, if he thinks that 
that great General came hither on ſo impor- 
tant an Errand without a Letter from his 
Maſter for Queen Anne; and if he had ſuch 
a Letter, as he moſt ſurely had, whether he 
was leſs a General for being the Bearer 
of it? | 
But to come to more recent Inſtances, did 
not the Earl of Stair, in the Spring, 1743, 
repair to the Hague before he join'd the Ar- 
my he was to command, in order to influence 
the Dutch to co-operate with his Royal Maſ- 
ter againſt France? And did not he deliver 
on that Occaſion the ſtrongeſt and moſt pa- 
| thetic Memorials that were ever known? 
Yet for all that, no Man did, could, or durſt 
impeach his Lordſhip's Honour. He was nc 
Incendiary for doing his Duty, nor was he 
called one for ſerving his King and Country in 
the double Capacity of Miniſter and General, 
A later Inſtance ſtill we have in Count 
Konnigſegg, commanding now in Flanders, as 
has been before. obſerved. And if it ſhould be 
neceſſary, won't he ſpend the nex Winter, or 
Part 
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Part of it, as he has the laſt, in ſettling the mi- 
litary Operations of the next Campaign with 
the Allies of his royal Miſtreſs? But in that 
Caſe will he, or ought he to be deemed or 
called the Diſturber of Europe, or an Incen- 
diary? or to repeat, what Juſtice and my 
Subject exact from me, will he be leſs the 
Veldt-Marſhal and General, for taking ſuch 
practiſed and neceſſary Tours, when the in- 
clement Seaſon of the Year require that Ar- 
mies and their Commanders ſhould be leſs 
active and expoſed than in the Summer? 

But in the preſent Caſe, what has been 
the Conduct of Marſhal Belleiſie? He went 
to concert with the Emperor and King 
of Pruſſia, Allies to his Maſter, the Projects 
of a Campaign in which he was to have been 
a principal Actor. I have ſhewn how he 
came to take the Road he did, through the 
Hartz, where, in a cloſe Chaiſe and the 
Country covered with Snow, it was very na- 
tural that he ſhould miſtake his Way. He 
travell'd with a numerous Retinue and always 
by his own Name, ſending conſtantly twenty- 
four Hours beforehand to ſecure him forty 
Poſt-horſes. But need I fay more, need I 
have faid ſo much, or indeed any Thing to 
invalidate abſurd and indecent Calumnies, 
which I aſſure myſelf no honeſt or generous 
Man gave any Attention to? 

Upon the whole, after having confider'd 
and view'd this Caſe of Marſhal Belleiſſes in 
all the Lights poſſible; and having reflected 
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on his Detention, and the Duration of it, 
if he be, as J take it he is, intitled to the 
Benefit of the Cartel; I ſay, after theſe 
Reflections, I cannot help trembling for the 


Fate of my Countrymen, who, under the 


Faith of Paſsports, are now reſident in the 
Dominions of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 
For if that Prince looks upon the Con- 
tinuance of the Marſhal's Detention, to be 
a Violation of the Cartel, and that we 
ſhould not be able to ſhew, in the cleareſt 
and moſt ſatisfactory Manner poſſible, that 
the Marſhal and his Brother ought to be ex- 
cluded the Benefit of that ſalutary. Conven- 
tion; I ſay, in ſuch Caſe, might it not be 
ſaid, that the King of France, in violating 
his Pafsport, by the Impriſonment and De- 
tention of thoſe who had confided in them, 
had thought himſelf juſtly intitled to make 
Repriſals upon us ? | | 

But without extending our Views to Fu- 


turity, do not ſome of the braveſt of our 


Countrymen already feel the Weight of the 
King of France's Reſentment for the De- 


tention of theſe French Generals? Does not 


the Detention of the Marſhal and his Bro- 
ther ſerve as a Pretext for his moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty to fill his Priſons with our 
gallant Fellow-Subjects without any Hopes 
of Liberty, according to that Prince's De- 

claration ? og 
But how affecting ſoever this Conſidera- 
tion be to a generous and compaſſionate 
* Eng- 


Engliſhman, yet the ſteel'd Author. I have. 
been anſwering, feems unmoved -at the 
Packets of plaintive Letters that daily ar- 
rive from theſe unhappy Sufferers. And 
yet, was he an Engliſbman, I ſhould think 
it impoſſible but that he muſt be touched. 
But I ſhould be tempted to believe him 
ſome mercenary Scribe, ſet on by ſome 
buſy Subject of ſome one of our Allies, whoſe 
Heart is not affected becauſe his own. Coun- 
trymen don't experience the like Hard- 
ſhips. But is it poſſible that any Engliſb- 
man, ſuch as this Author would paſs for, 
could ſo far diveſt himſelf of that Spirit of 
Liberty, and thoſe Principles of Juſtice 
which characterize and diſtinguiſh this Na- 
tion, as to adviſe the Detention of Marſhal 
Belleiſle till after a general Peace? 

Sure he muſt have a Heart of Adamant 
who would adviſe the Perpetuity of the Mi- 
ſery of his Countrymen ; yet how fulſom is 
our Author in the Praiſes of that harden'd 
ill-judging Counſellor? He is honeſt enough, 
indeed, to own that this Gunſellor is not 
of the preſent Miniſtry. Tis the only 
Truth he tells ; nor do I believe he would 
have told even this, but that he knew the 
Characters of the preſent Miniſtry too well 
eſtabliſhed to be ſo much as ſuſpected of 
any Advice repugnant to Humanity and 
good Senſe. x. 

Happy had it been for this Nation, if the 
Author of ſuch unatural Counſel never had 

it 
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it in his Power to involve his Country. But 
whatever was his Influence for the time paſt, 
his Conduct, and particularly on this Occa- 
ſion, which ſo nearly affects our captive 
Countrymen, ſufficiently juſtifies the gene- 
ral Clamour which cauſed his Excluſion from 
* Management of our Affairs. 
ell might we wiſh for the Removal of 
one who ſeems to have forgot that the ſu- 
preme Power ought to be the Band of So- 
ciety, as founded on Equity and 2 ; 
and well might we be allowed to with that a 
Miniſter who ſhould adviſe any Violatien 
of it towards an Enemy, may never recover 
his former Influence ; being morally ſure that 
he would be forward to adviſe it in regard 
to his Countrymen, if the Virtues of the Prince 
did not ſtand in his Way, 


